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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLATMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . . (Currently Amended) A combination caster assembly and tank 
wherein the caster assembly snap fits onto the tank, the combination comprising: 

at least one caster assembly comprising a housing comprising an outer 
shell connected to at least one caster wheel, the outer shell also being connected to an 
outer wall, the outer wall extending downward from the outer shell before terminating 
at a U-shaped lower edge connected to and disposed between the outer wall and an 
upwardly extending inner wall, the outer wall being connected to an inwardly 
extending ledge disposed above the u-shaped lower edge and which extends towards 
the inner wall, the outer wall, u-shaped lower edge, iimer wall and ledge of the caster 
housing defining a female receiving area, 

a tank comprising an outer wall that extends downwardly and 
terminates at a radially outwardly extending lower bead, the lower bead being 
disposed between and connected to the outer wall of the tank and an upwardly 
extending inner wall of the tank, 

the lower bead of the tank snap fitting into the female receiving area of 
the caster housing, 

an upper portion of the outer shell of the caster assembly being in 
contact with the outer wall of the tank in a manner so that the caster assembly 
provides support to the tank 

the tank being connected to a wheel dolly assembly comprising a 
wheel dolly assembly comprising a housing comprising an outer shell connected to an 
axel disposed between and connected to a pair of wheel, the outer shell of the wheel 
dolly housing also being connected to a first outer walK the first outer wall of the 
wheel dolly housing extending downward from the outer shell of the wheel dollv 
housing before terminating at a first u-shaped lower edge connected to and disposed 
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between the first outer wall of the wheel dolly housing and a first upwardly extending 
inner wall, the first outer wall of the wheel dolly housing being connected to a first 
inwardly extendine ledg:e disposed above the first u-shaped lower edge of the wheel 
dolly housing and which extends towards the first inner wall of the wheel dolly 
housing, the first outer walK first u-shaped lower edge, first inner wall and first led&e 
of the wheel dolly housing defining a first female receiving area of the wheel dollv 
housing, and 

the bead of the tank snap fittin^i into the first female receiving area of 
the wheel doHv housing. 

2. (Original) The combination of claim 1 wherein the inner wall 
of the caster housing terminates at a radially inwardly extending lip and the inner wall 
of the tank is connected to a radially inwardly extending bottom panel, the bottom 
panel of the tank being disposed on top of the lip of the caster housing when the bead 
of the tank is snap fitted into the female receiving area of the caster housing. 

3 . (Original) The combination of claim 1 wherein the caster 
hovising is fabricated firom molded plastic. 

4. (Original) The combination of claim 1 wherein the bead of the 

tank is hollow. 

5. (Origiiuil) The combination of claim 1 wherein the tank is 
fabricated firom sheet metal. 

6. (Currently Amended) 

A oombination oooter ooaembly and tank wherein tfao oaotor oso e mbly 
s aop fita onto the tanlc, tho oombination compriaing: 
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at loaat one cast e r assembly oonipriGing q housing oomprioing an outor 
sholl oonnootcd to at looat ono oastcr vvh co l, the outer shell also being connoot e d to an 
outor V i ^t, the out e r wall oxtonding downward JBrom tho outor oholl b e for e t e rmiuatin g 
at a u shaped lower cdgo connootod to and disposed botwoon the outor wall and an 
upwardly oxtonding inner wall, the out e r wall being oonnootod to an inwardly 
e xt e nding l e dge disposod above tho u shaped lower odgo and which extends towards 
tho inner wall, tho - out e r w^ally u shaped lowor - <gdgo> innor wall and lodge of the caster 
housing defining a fomalo roooiving ar e a, 

a tanlc comprising an outor wall that extends downwardly ond 
tcnninatog at a radially outwardly oxtonding lower b e ad, th e low e r bead being 
disposod botwoon and conn e ct e d to the outor wall of the tanlc and on upwardly 
e xtending inner wall of th e tanlc, 

th e lower boad of tho tanlc snap fitting into tho female rccoiving area of 
tho oootor housing. 

The combination of claim 1, where m t he outer wall of the caster 
housing forming part of a threaded aperture dispo.stx] on a side of the outer wall of the 
caster housing radially opposite from the female receiving area, the u-shaped lower 
edge of the caster, housing comprising an opening aligned with the threaded aperture; 
tiie caster assembly further comprising a fastener received in the threaded aperture, 
the fastener comprising a flange received in the opening of the u-shaped lower edge 
and which engages a lower surface of the bead of the tank when the fastener is 
tightened within the threaded aperture. 

7. (Previously Amended) The combination of claim 1 wherein 
the tank is fabricated from sheet metal and the bead is hollow and has a cross-section 
that is rectangular in shape. 

8. (Original) The combination of claim I wherein the tank is 
cylindrical and the outer wall of the tank is convex and the outer wall of the caster 
housing is concave. 
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9. (Previously Amended) The combination of claim I wherein 
the tank is connected to at least three caster assemblies. 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 44 i wherein 
the outer shell of the wheel dolly housing further comprises a second outer wall, 
second u-shaped lower edge, second inner wall and second ledge configured like said 
first outer wall, first u-shaped lower edge, first inner wall and first ledge but spaced 
apart therefix>m to define a second female receiving area for receiving the bead of the 
tank that is spaced apart fi'om the first female receiving area. 

12. (Original) The combination of claim 1 wherein the tank is 
cylindrical and the tank is marked to indicate a preferred attachment place for the at 
least one caster assembly to bead of the tank. 

13. (Original) The combination of claim 1 wherein Ae inner roll of 
the tank is connected to a rsidially inwardly extending bottom panel, the combination 
further comprises a template adapted to lie on top of the bottom panel when the tank 
is placed in an inverted position, the template comprising a plurality of indicia for 
indicating a correct spacing of a plurality of caster wheel assemblies about the bead of 
the tank. 

14. (Currently Amended) The combination of claim 44 1 wherein 
the inner roll of the tank is connected to a radially inwardly extending bottom panel, 
and the combination further comprises a template adapted to lie on top of the bottom 
panel when the tank is inverted, the template comprising a plurality of indicia for 
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indicating a proper spacing of one or more caster wheel assemblies and a wheel dolly 
assembly about the bead of the tank, 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A caster assembly for snap-fitting onto a 
tank connected to a wheel dolly assembly, the caster assembly comprising. 

a housing comprising an outer shell connected to at least one caster 
wheel, the outer shell also being connected to an outer wall, the outer wall extending 
downward from the outer shell before tenninating at a u-shaped lower edge connected 
to and disposed between the outer wall and an upwardly extending inner wall, the 
outer wall being connected to an inwardly extending ledge disposed above the u- 
shaped lower edge and which extends towards the inner wall, the outer wall, u-shaped 
lower edge, inner wall and ledge of the caster housing defining a female receiving 
area, 

wherein the outer wall of the ceister housing forms part of a. direaded 
aperture disposed on a side of the outer wall of the caster housing racliail y opposite 
from the female M:eiving area, the u-shaped lower edge of the caster boitsing - . 

comprising an opening aligned with the threaded aperture, the caster assembly further 
comprising a far^tencr received in the threaded aperture, the fastener comprising a 
flange received in the opening of the u-shaped lower edge , and 

wherein the wheel dolly assembly comprises a wheel dolly assembly 
comprising a housine comprising an outer shell connected to an axel disposed 
between and connected to a pair of wheel, the outer shell of the wheel dolly housing 
also being connected to a first outer wall, the First outer wall of the w^heel dollv 
housing extending downward from the outer shell of the wheel dolly housing before 
terminating at a first u-shaped lower edge connected to and disposed between the first 
outer wall of the wheel dolly housing and a first upwardly extending inner walL the 
first outer wall of the wheel dolly housing being connected to a first inwardly 
extending ledge disposed above the first u-shaped lower edge of the wheel dollv 
housing and which extends tovyards the first inner wall of the wheel dolly housing, the 
first outer vyalL first u-shaped lower edge, first inner wall and first ledge of the wheel 
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dolly housing defining a first female receivino area of the wheel dolly housing, a bead 
of the tank snap fitting into the first female receiving area of the wheel dolly housing . 

1 6. (Original) The caster assembly of claim 1 5 wherein the caster 
housing is fabricated from molded plastic. 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Original) The caster assembly of claim 15 wherein the outer 
wall of the caster housing is concave for abuttingly engaging a convex cylindrical 
wall of a tank. 

1 9. (Previously Amended) A vacuum cleaner comprising: 

a cyiindrical lank comprising an outer wail that extends dov^Tiv/ardly 
and terminates at a radiah-y outwardly extending lower bead, the lower bead being 
disposed between and connected to the outer wail of the tank and an upwardly 
extending inner wall of the tank, 

a plurality of caster assemblies, each caster assembly comprising a 
housing comprising an outer shell connected to at least one caster wheel, the outer 
shell also being connected to an outer wall, the outer wall of the caster housing 
extending downward from the outer shell before terminating at a u-shaped lower edge 
connected to and disposed between the outer wall of the caster housing and an 
upwardly extending inner wall, the outer wall of the caster housing being connected to 
an inwardly extending ledge disposed above the u-shaped lower edge and which 
extends towards the inner wall of the caster housing, the outer wall, u-shaped lower 
edge, inner wall and ledge of the caster housing defining a female receiving area, 

the lower bead of the tank snap fitting into the female receiving area of 
each caster housing with the caster assemblies spaced apart around the lower bead of 
the tank, 
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an upper portion of the outer shell of the caster assembly being in 
contact with the outer wall of the tank in a manner so that the caster assembly 
provides support to the tank, 

wherein the tank is connected to tw-o spaced apart caster assemblies 
and the tank is also connected a wheel doUv assembly that comprises a wheel dolly 
assembly comprising a housing comprising an outer shell connected to an axel 
disposed between and connected to a pair of wh e el, the outer shell of the wheel dolly 
housing also being connected to a first outer walL the first outer wall of the wheel 
doUv housing extending downward from the outer shell of the wheel dollv housing 
before te rminating at a first u-shaped lower edge connected to and disposed between 
the first outer wall of the wheel dollv housing and a first upwardly extending inner 
wall, the first outer wall of the wheel doUv housing being connected to a first 
inwardly extending ledge disposed above the first u-shaped lower edge of the wheel 
dollv housing and which extends towards the first iimer wall of the wheel dolly 
housing, the first outer wall, first u-shaped lower edge, first inner wall and first ledge 
of the wheel dollv housing defining a first femeJe receiving area o f th^ wheel dolK 
housing, and 

t he bead of the tank snap fitting into the first female receiving area of 
the wheel dollv housing. 

20. (Original) The vacuum cleaner of claim 1 9 wherein the inner 
wall of each caster housing terminates at a radially inwardly extending lip and the 
inner wall of the tank is connected to a radially inwardly bottom panel, the bottom 
panel of the tank being disposed on top of the Up of each caster housing when the 
bead of the tank is snap fitted into the female recei ving area of each caster housing. 

21. (Original) The vacuum cleaner claim 19 wherein each caster 
housing is fabricated fix)m molded plastic. 
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22. (Original) The vacuum cleaner of claim 1 9 wherem the bead of 
the tank is hollow. 



23. (Original) Tlie vacuum cleaner cf claim 19 wherein the tank is 
fabricated from sheet metal. 

24. (Currently Amended) 
A vacuum oloanor oomprioing: 

a cylindrieol tank oomprioing an outer wall that cjct e ndn downwardly 
and terrmnatog at a radiall; ^ ^ outv/ardly ext e nding lovv o r b o ad> the lower boad boing 
disposed b e tw e en and oonnootod to th e outor wall of th e tanlc and on upwordty 
extending inner wall of the tanlc, 

ft plurali t y of cast e r ass e mbliori^ each carter- Oflsembly oompri &iag-tt: 

upwardly extending i f mor wall, the outer wall of tlio caoter houoing b o ing connectcKi to 
an inwardly ojctonding lodge dispoood abovo the u ohapcd lower odgo and whi ^ 
oxtondo towards the inner wall of th e castor houging, the outer wall, u shaped low eg 
e dg e , inner wall and lodge of th e castor houaing defining a female roooiving aiea, - 

tb e lower bead of th e tank s nap fitting into the female reeeiving - ar e a of 
each caiiter housing with the caster aGsemblioa opaood apart around the lowor b ead-ef 
the tank, 

an upper portion of the outer shell of th e cast e r ass e mbly boing in 
contaot vAxh the outer wall of the tanlc in a manner so that the cast e r assembly 
provides support to the tanlc. 

The vacuum cleaner of claim 19. uherein t he outer wall of each caster 

housing forming part of a threaded aperture disposed on a side of the outer wall of the 

caster housing radially opposite from the female receiving area, the u-shaped lower 
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edge of the caster housing comprising an opening aligned with the threaded aperture, 
the caster assembly fiirther comprising a fastener received in the threaded aperture, 
the fastener comprising a flange received in the opening of tlie u-shaped lower edge 
and which engages a lower surface of the bead of the ttuii;. when the fastener is 
tightened within the threaded aperture. 

25. (Previously Amended) The vacuum cleaner of claim 19 
wherein the tank is fabricated from sheet metal and the bead is hollow and has a 
cross-section that is rectangular in shape, 

26. (Original) The vacuum cleaner of claim 19 wherein the tank is 
cylindrical and the outer wall of the tank is convex and the outer wall of each caster 
housing is concave. 

27- (Caiiceled) 

28. (Currently Amended) Tlie vacuum cleaner of claim 19 
wherein the outer shell of the wheel dolly housing further comprises a second outer 
wall, second u-shaped lower edge, second inner wall and second ledge configured like 
said first outer wall, first u-shaped lower edge, first inner wall and first ledge but 
spaced apart therefi-om to define a second female receiving area for receiving the bead 
of the tank that is spaced apart fi"om the first female receiving area. 

29. (Original) The vacuum cleaner of claim 1 9 wherein the tank is 
marked to indicate preferred locations for attaching the plurality of caster assemblies 
to bead of the tank. 

30. (Canceled) 
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31. (Canceled) 

32. (Previously Amended) A combination caster assembly and 
tank wherein the caster assembly snap fits onto the tank, the combination comprising: 

at least one caster assembly comprising a housing comprising an outer 
shell connected to at least one caster wheel, the outer shell also being connected to an 
outer wall, the outer wall extending downward from the outer shell before terminating 
at a U-shaped lower edge connected to and disposed between the cuter wall and an 
upwardly extending inner wall, the outer wall being connected to an inwardly 
extending ledge disposed above the u-shaped lower edge and which extends towards . 
the inner wall^ the outer wall, u-shaped lower edge, inner wall and ledge of the caster 
housing defining a female receiving area, 

a tank comprising an outer wall that extends downwardly and 
terminates at a radially outwardly extending lower bead, the lower bead beicig 
disposed between and connected to the outer v/all of the taniv and >ir: -. i:>waroj[ v 
extending inry^t wall of the tank, the bead of the tank snap iltuu.^ i;?xo fac fcrr-sr:!- 
receiving area of the caster housing, 

wherein the tank is also connected a wheel dolly assembly that 
comprises a wheel dolly assembly comprising a housing comprising an outer shell 
connected to an axel disposed between and connected to a pair of wheel, the outer 
shell of the wheel dolly housing also being connected to a first outer wall, the first 
outer .wall of the wheel dolly housing extending downward from the outer shell of the 
wheel dolly housing before terminating at a first u-shaped lower edge connected to 
and disposed between the first outer wall of the wheel dolly housing and a first 
upwardly extending inner wall, the first outer wall of the wheel dolly housing being 
connected to a first inwardly extending ledge disposed above the first u-shaped lower 
edge of the wheel dolly housing and which extends towards the first inner wall of the 
wheel doJIy housing, the first outer wail, first u-shaped lower edge, first inner wall 
and first ledge of the wheel dolly housing defining a first female receiving area of the 
wheel dolly housing. 
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33. (Previously Amended) The combination of claim 32 wherein 
the outer shell of the wheel dolly housing further comprises a second outer wall, 
second u-shaped lower edge, second inner wall and second ledge configured like said 
first outer waiL first u-shaped lower edge, first inner wail and first ledge but spaced 
apart thereJ&om to define a second female receiving area for receiving the bead of the 
tank that is spaced apart from the first female receiving area. 

34. (Previously Amended) The combination of claim 32 wherein 
the inner roll of the tank is connected to a radicdiy iawaidly extending bottom panel, 
and the combination further comprises a template adapted to lie on top of the bottom 
panel when the tank is inverted, the template comprising a plurality of indicia for 
indicating a proper spacing of one or more caster wheel assemblies and a wheel dolly 
assembly abo\it the bead of the tank. 

• 35. (Canceled) 

36. (Previously Amended) A vacuum cleaner comprising: . 

a cylindrical tank comprising an outer wall that extends downwardly 
and terminates at a radially outwardly extending lower bead, the lower bead being 
disposed between and connected to the outer wall of the tank and an upwardly 
extending inner wall of the tank, 

a plurality of caster assemblies, each caster assembly comprising a 
housing comprising an outer shell connected to at least one caster wheel, the outer 
shell also being connected to an outer wall, the outer wall of the caster bousing 
extending downward firom the outer shell before terminating at a u-shaped lower edge 
connected to and disposed between the outer wall of the caster housing and an 
upwardly extending inner wall, the outer wall of the caster housing being connected to 
an inwardly extending ledge disposed above the u-shaped lower edge and v^Uch 
extends towards the inner wall of the caster housing, the outer wall, u-shaped lower 
edge, inner wall and ledge of the caster housing defining a female receiving area, 
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the bead of tlie tank snap fitting into the female receiving area of each 
caster housing with the caster assemblies spaced apart around the lower bead of the 
tank, 

wherein the tank is cormected to two spaced apart caster assemblies 
and the tank is also connected a wheel dolly assembly that comprises: 

a wheel dolly assembly comprising a housing comprising an outer shell 
connected to an axel disposed between and connected to a pair of wheel, the outer 
shell of the wheel dolly housing aJso being connected to a first outer wall, tlie first 
outer wall of the wheel dolly housing extending downward from tb^ outer shell of the 
wheel dolly housing before terminating at a first u-shaped lower edge connected to 
and disposed between the first outer wall of the wheel dolly housing and a first 
upwardly extending inner wall, the first outer wall of the wheel dolly housing being 
connected to a tirst inwardly extending ledge disposed above the first u-shaped lower 
edge of the wheel dolly housing and which extends towards the first inner wall of the 
wheel dolly housing, the first outer wall, first u-shaped lower edge, first inner wall 
and first ledge of the wheel dolly housing defining a first femaie receiving area of the 
wheel doUy housing, the bead of the tank snap fitting into the firsi female receiving 
area of the wheel dolly housing. 

37. (Previously Amended) The vacuum cleaner of claim 36 
wherein the outer shell of the wheel dolly housing further comprises a second outer 
wall, second u-shaped lower edge, second inner wall and second ledge configured like 
said first outer wall, first u-shaped lower edge, first inner wall and first ledge but 
spaced apart therefrom to define a second female receiving area for receiving the bead 
of the tank that is spaced apart firom the first female receiving area. 
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